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I'm back . ..
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For those of you that didn't know, Sunday marked the end of a 10-week sabbatical that took my
wife and me and our three small boys (ages 5, 7 and 9) first to Yellowstone and the Grand
Tetons for nearly 3 weeks and then to Western Europe for the month of August. What a
summer break - our boys had great stories to share with their classmates when it was time to
describe how they has spent their summer vacation.

Time away from the office and practice taught me many things - among them, it takes a great
deal of patience and perseverance to traveling with three little boys. The time away also
reminded me of the value of travel and seeing and experiencing things (even your own local
practices) through others' eyes. Our experience underscored the need to include foreign travel
as the part of any education - whether formal, professional or otherwise. Travel opens our
minds to other viewpoints and ideas that we might not otherwise experience.

| am thrilled to be back to my practice and to re-connect with clients and friends. I'm also
anxious to apply some of the new ideas and perspectives gained over the past few weeks.

A huge thanks to my partners and colleagues at our office - especially those in our hospitality
practice - Ruth Walters and Diana Shukis - who have once again reminded me that this practice
has grown well beyond me. | look forward to touching base with all of you over the next few
weeks and to sharing some of these my new ideas in future posts.
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