
Moss & Barnett is Pleased to Recognize the Following Team Members:

Best Lawyers® has named Susan C. Rhode, co-chair of our family law practice area, as the Minneapolis Best 
Lawyers “Family Law Mediation Lawyer of the Year” for 2013. Susan was previously named the Minneapolis Best 
Lawyers “Family Law Lawyer of the Year” for 2012 and 2010. Best Lawyers began designating “Lawyers of the 
Year” in the U.S. in high-profile legal practice areas in conjunction with its 15th edition (2009). Only a single lawyer in 
each practice area and designated metropolitan area is honored as the “Lawyer of the Year,” making this accolade 
particularly significant. Lawyers being honored as “Lawyer of the Year” are selected based on particularly impressive 
voting averages received during the exhaustive peer-review assessments conducted with thousands of lawyers 
each year. Receiving this designation reflects the high level of respect a lawyer has earned among other lawyers in 

the same communities and the same practice areas for their abilities, their professionalism, and their integrity.

Dave Senger, chair of our wealth preservation and estate planning practice area and a member of our business 
law practice area, was selected as a “FIVE-STAR Wealth Manager” for 2013. This is the fifth consecutive year Dave 
has been selected for this recognition. The “FIVE-STAR Wealth Manager” award is limited to less than five percent 
of all wealth manager professionals within the Twin Cities area. Wealth managers are rated by their clients and other 
financial service professionals on service, integrity, knowledge/expertise, communication, value for fees charged, 
meeting of financial objectives, quality of recommendations, and overall satisfaction. Dave represents and advises 
both individual and business entities in business succession planning; complex estate planning techniques; estate 

preservation; financing, sale, and acquisition of businesses; and tax planning.

Congratulations once again, Susan and Dave, on these well-deserved recognitions!

Various Accolades

Moss & Barnett established the Paul Van Valkenburg Service Award* 
in 2001. It is awarded annually to a Moss & Barnett team member 
in recognition of his or her outstanding volunteer contributions to 
the community. The award is named after our retired colleague, Paul 
Van Valkenburg, whose volunteer career set an example of the spirit 
of service and dedication that we seek to promote and recognize 
throughout our firm.

Kelly Hicks, a part-time floating legal assistant, was the 2012 
recipient of the Paul Van Valkenburg Service Award. Kelly was 
given this award based on her work with a wide range of charitable 
organizations, including:

Wishes & More, a Minnesota based children’s charity that 
enhances the lives of children fighting a terminal or life-threatening 
condition by providing extraordinary experiences, including wishes, 
scholarships, memorials, and more. Kelly has been a volunteer 
since 2006, including serving as a Wish Wizard volunteer, Wish 
Granting volunteer, Meeter & Greeter volunteer, and a member of the  
Wish Granting Committee.

Children’s Hospital and Clinics of Minnesota (St. Paul campus), 
a not-for-profit health care system providing health care to children 
since 1924. Kelly has been a volunteer since 2007, with over 350 
hours since that time. Kelly specializes in working with the epilepsy 
unit, has volunteered at numerous hospital-sponsored activities for 
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children, was part of the start up for the Arts & Healing Initiative, and 
has been active in the “Hands Joining Hands” committee.

Past recipients of the Paul Van Valkenburg Service Award include 
Chuck Parsons, Tom Keller, Adrienne Summerfield, Kevin 
Busch, Cheryl Riggs, Marcy Frost, Bill Haug, Jennifer Reussé, 
and Sharon Artmann. We are proud to recognize Kelly and our other 
award recipients for their willingness to be a part of organizations 

focused on improving the lives of others.

*The Paul Van Valkenburg Service Award includes a cash donation by 
the firm to the recipient’s chosen charity, a special recognition ceremony, 
and a commemorative piece of pottery created by Minnesota artist, Steve 
Hemmingway. For 2012, the firm’s donation was made to Wishes & More.
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